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T o :  M r .  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l ,  

C h a  I rrnan , Fcc 

V i a  Fax to: 

202-41 8-0281 

Dear M r .  P o w e l l :  

T ' m  w r i t i ~ n g  now t o  e x p r e s s  my o p p o s i t i o n  t o  a n y  f u r t h e r  

d e r e g u l a t i o n  of m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  by  t h e  FCC. I h a v e  read 

y o u r  r a t i o n a l e s  and  w h i l e  I u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  c a n  apprec ia te  

y o u r  p o s i t i o n ,  please a l l o w  m e  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  i n  m y  i n d u s t r y ,  

w h i c h  is popu la r  m u s i c ,  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  

o w n e r s h i p  of t h e  a i r w a v e s  h a s  b e e n  a n  e c o n o m i c  d i sas te r .  The 

d r a s t i c  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  number of i n d e p e n d e n t  broadcast 

v e n u e s  f o r  new m u s i c  h a s  c h o k e d  o f f  a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e l y  t h e  

p l a t f o r m  for new p r o d u c t s  t o  b e  d e v e l o p e d .  The m u s i c  i n d u s t r y  

t o d a y  i s  a m o r a s s  of " b a l k a n i z a t i o n "  a n d  o n e  of t h e  k e y  

c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  t h i s  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  f i n d  new 

m u s i c  c o n s u m e r s  h a v e  been  f o r c e d  t o  t u r n  t o  t h e  I n t e r n e t  for 

e x p o s u r e  t o  n e w  m u s i c .  



One c o u l d  a r g u e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  s i m p l y  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  r e s u l t  o f  

a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  free m a r k e t ,  b u t  i f  t h e  m a r k e t  w e r e  t r u l y  

f r e e ,  by  t h e  n a t u r e  of m a r k e t  f o r c e s  we s h o u l d  be s e e i n g  

greater d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n ,  n o t  less .  Today,  m u s i c  c o n s u m e r s  

h a v e  f e w e r  p u b l i c  c h o i c e s  i n  t h e  m a r k e t  t h a n  ever before. The 

o n l y  v e n u e  r e m a i n i n g  f o r  somewhat  f r e e  c h o i c e  i s f i l e - s h a r i n g  

s o f t w d r e .  

P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  e c o n o m i c  i m p a c t  o n  n o t  o n l y  t h e  l a rge  

e n t i t i e s  w h i c h  b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  f r e e d o m  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e ,  b u t  

a lso t h e  e c o n o m i c  impac t  o n  t h e  t e n s  of t h o u s a n d s  of s m a l l e r  

e n t r e p e n e u r s  w h o ' s  l i v e l i h o o d  d e p e n d s  upon t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

access t o  b e i n g  h e a r d .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

D a n i e l  S c h w a r t z  

L o s  A n g e l e s ,  CA 
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Canments: 

Dear Chairman Powell 

I am writing to ask you to please delay the rule change on media consolidation scheduled for Monday, 
and to instead allow brne for democratic debate a b u t  the consequences of this dramabc change I am 
also requesting that you release the actual language of the rule change before the vote takes place 

These requests are mmrnon in the dernocrabc process 

Thank you tor your consideration, 

CL-4 T*&L/ 
Ellen H Todras 


